adequate for doctors in the tropics as well as for those in temperate zones, for this is not merely a book about ringworm: it contains a large section on superficial and systemic candidiasis, and sections on systemic mycoses caused by dimorphous and nondimorphous fungi, actinomycosis, chromomycosis, nocardiosis and analogous subjects. The first part ends with a consideration of fungous infections of the eye and ear. Part two deals fully with antimycotic antibiotics as known today: it is perhaps the most authoritative study of the subject which has yet been published in a book for clinicians and is of great interest and importance.
The book is lavishly illustrated with excellent photographs and in each section there is a long, carefully chosen list of references which many will find useful.
In 1962, two of the authors were concerned in translating erythrasma from the field of fungoid diseases into that of bacterial maladies and, therefore, it is odd to find this infection is included; but what worries your reviewer more is the neologism 'fungus diseases' which has been chosen as the title of such an excellent and important work. Will the distinguished authors please note that there are fungoid or fungous or fungal diseases (in that order of preference) but that fungus diseases are as unknown as bacillus dysenteries ? and Ethical aspects. The contributors are commendably outspoken and, as would be expected from such a huge range of talent and variety of viewpoint, the scope of the subject-matter is immense.
Essentially, this book portrays the contemporary American scene, but its implications for this country are so obvious that it should be regarded as compulsory reading for every doctor who can beg, borrow or steal a copyand as a compulsory purchase for those unfortunates who cannot.
JAMES PARKHOUSE
Clinical Aspects of Adrenal Function by Ivor H Mills MA PhD MD FRCP pp viii + 248 illustrated 47s 6d Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications 1964 Rapid advances in knowledge of the biochemistry and physiology of the adrenal gland and of steroid hormones have thrust this branch of medicine into the daily life of general practitioners and of specialists of all kinds. This welcome book presents a balanced co-ordination of existing knowledge in this field and has been written specifically for the clinician. There are short chapters on the anatomy, biochemistry and physiology of the adrenal cortex, on the measurement of steroid hormones in blood and urine, on the secretion of cortisol, aldosterone and adrenal androgens. Concise descriptions are given of the syndromes of adrenal cortical dysfunction, such as adrenal insufficiency, Cushing's disease, hyper-and hypo-aldosteronism, precocious puberty, female hirsutism and virilizing adrenal tumours. Perhaps the most useful feature is the excellent advice that is given on the selection and interpretation of the more complex biochemical tests that are often essential to the correct diagnosis of adrenal endocrine disease. Finally there is a brief survey of treatment by steroid hormones, striking a nice balance between the hazards and benefits of such therapy.
A 0 SPENCER Advances in Enzyme Regulation Volume 2 -Proceedings of the second symposium on Regulation of Enzyme Activity and Synthesis in Normal and Neoplastic Liver, Indianapolis, September 30 and October 1 1963 edited by George Weber pp xii + 405 illustrated £5 Oxford &c.: Pergamon Press 1964 I looked forward to receiving this year's volume and was not disappointed. The symposium dealt principally with changes in enzyme synthesis and activity as a result of alteration of dietary, hormonal, and other factors.
The papers were in six groups: regulation of gluconeogenesis through enzyme activity and
